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Frontier   Province.    The   bombing of Garhi Habibullah.
gave further impetus to Badshah Khan............"
It would be difficult to compress more untruth, dis-
tortion and  misrepresentation  in so  narrow a  compass.
Badshah Khan had declared his acceptance of Pakistan as.
early as September, only he wanted the same status and.
rights for the Pushtu-speaking people in their homeland,
which he wanted to be named Tathanistan', as the Sindhis
had in Sindh, the Punjabis in the Punjab and the Bengalis
in Bengal. The allegation that he did not take the oath of
allegiance to the new State of Pakistan, and advised his
followers not to take part in the Independence celebrations
on August 15, even if true, became irrelevant after he took
the oath of allegiance in Karachi in the Constituent As-
sembly   and   made   an   unequivocal   declaration   of   his
loyalty in its truest sense to the Pakistan State.   One may
ask what his alleged offence had to do with " Ms brother's
Ministry which was in power at that time ".   Has it not
the old, familiar ring of the wolf in the fable accusing
the Iamb, before devouring it, of muddying his spring ?
Again,   why   should   it  be   an offence to enlarge one's
sphere  of  activities  or  to  form  an  opposition   party,
especially when that was pledged to non-violence ?    To
dub the opposition as " Congress elements " is merely to
give a dog a bad name and hang him, the hackneyed old
way without even the merit of originality.   Where is the
evidence for the "plot to create disturbances " outside the
fevered imagination of the author of the communique ?
If   there   was   a   plot   to   synchronize   his    (Badshali
Khan's) alleged activities with the " expected and much-
advertised  advance  of  the  Indian  Army  towards  the
Frontier Province ", well, the Pakistan Government must
have been party to it when it laid down the time-table for
the Constituent Assembly to which Badshah Khan had
gone to take the oath of allegiance and from which he
could return to his province only at the termination of
the session! " The bombing of Garhi Habibullah " was,
as   everybody   knows,   an   unintended   mistake   of   an
L A. F. airman due to foggy weather, for which India